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Performing Shakespeare (T & A) 
 

FACULTY: Arts & Hospitality                  COURSE:  Drama 

 

SEMESTER 1, 2008                                                                                      

POINTS:    one 
 

TEACHERS:  Maria Kelliher & Stephen Brown  
 

OBJECTIVES:  Students will: 

• Demonstrate a practical understanding of the theatrical and staging 
conventions of Shakespeare’s time. 

• Be able to understand and use the particular needs of a Shakespearian 
play script (such as the iambic pentameter, the play structure, character 
types etc.) with regard to the creation of theatrical performance. 

• Understand how Shakespeare and his era fits into the historical evolution 
and development of European theatre.  

• Come to an awareness of the themes, concerns, values and techniques of 
the works being studied and of their relationship with modern times. 

 

CONTENT:   Class work will relate to the process of working toward a public 
drama production of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’.  Activities may include 
lessons given by teachers, suitably qualified students, or theatre practitioners 
in areas such as lighting skills, rehearsal techniques, voice, etc and will 
include a Drama Camp on Week 4. Students will be expected to attend other 
live theatre and to review it in their journal/workbook. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT: 

Performing Shakespeare (T) 
Class exercises and activities (process, both pre 
and post production) 

Continuous 30% 

Assessment of performance achievements During 
performances 

30% 

Journal  Tues, Mar 11 

(Wk 6) & Tues 
June 17 (Wk 18) 

20% 

Assignment Thur,Mar 27 
(Week 8) 

20% 
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Performing Shakespeare (A) 

Class exercises and activities (process, both pre 
and post production) 

Continuous 40% 

Assessment of performance achievements During 
performances 

40% 

Journal/Workbook Tues, Mar 11 
(Wk 6) & Tues 
June 17 (Wk 
18)  

20% 

   

 
PENALTIES FOR LATE WORK OR NON-COMPLETION OF WORK: 

Students are expected to attend all classes and complete all assessment tasks for the 
units in which they are enrolled. 

Board of Senior Secondary Studies policy is that students are to be given a V grade if 
they do not attend at least 90% of classes for a unit, or if they fail to complete at least 70% of 
the assessment for a unit, without a satisfactory explanation.  If a student has a valid reason for 
missing classes or not submitting an assessment task, they must provide adequate 
documentary evidence.  Hawker College generally expects explanations for absences to be 
provided within two weeks of the absence. 

BSSS policy also specifies that late work is to be penalised at the rate of 5% of the 
possible marks for each day late (including weekends and public holidays) up to a maximum of 
one week.  Work that is handed in more than 7 days late will receive “zero” for that item.  If 
there is a valid reason why the work is late, adequate documentary evidence must be provided.  
Requests for extension to deadlines for assessment tasks must be made in advance.  
(“Request for extension” forms are available from the Den.) 
 
UNIT SCORES: 

Raw unit scores are calculated by adding all the marks awarded for individual assessment 
items, according to the weightings specified on the outline.  These “raw” scores are then 
restandardised.  The mean and standard deviation for restandardising are chosen in semester 
one of Year 11, on the basis of the performance of comparable groups in previous years.  
Backscaling is used after semester one to ensure comparability of results across semesters.  
 
MODERATION PROCEDURES: 
Moderation methods include common assessment items, cross marking and matching student 
work with the criteria and standards outlined in the unit grade descriptors. Some student’s 
work will be presented at Moderation Days for peer review.  
 

PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism is, essentially the presentation of someone else’s work as your own. The BSSS has 
prescribed heavy penalties for plagiarism. All students should have, or will soon receive a 
handout outlining what is meant by plagiarism, how to avoid it, and the penalties that are to be 
applied under BSSS policy. You should ensure that you are familiar with this policy.  



 3

 

SEMESTER ONE SUMMARY 

 
Weeks 1 to 3: introduction and skills activities. 

 
Weeks 2 & 3: auditions. After they are finished and the cast list finalised, rehearsals 
and other production activities will start immediately and continue until production 
week. 

 

Week 4: drama camp. 
 

Week 6: first journal/workbook submission (T & A). 
 

Week 8: assignment due (T only).  
 

Week 15: the production period for ‘Much Ado About Nothing’.   Over this time 
the class will bump into the theatre, have a tech. rehearsal, a dress rehearsal, a 
matinee and four evening performances, after which we will restore the theatre ready 
for it’s next occupants.  PLEASE BE AWARE OF OTHER TIME COMMITMENTS 

AND CLASHES DURING THESE WEEKS AS YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO 
WORK DURING EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS. 

 

Week 18: Final journal/workbook submission. 
 

 

PERFORMING SHAKESPEARE ACCREDITED JOURNAL/FOLIO 

 

There are 2 submission dates, and each will have specific tasks to 

achieve or complete. 
 

The 1
st
 Submission (Week 6) 

• Make a record of the activities that you participated in. Try to identify new 
skills learnt and make a comment about the people you have worked with. 

• If you auditioned as an actor, describe the way in which you prepared for 
the auditions. Describe what was it like to audition.  

• If you did not audition and have chosen a backstage role, describe the 
early activities that help you prepare for your task. Are there any resources 
that will help you (internet, books, videos etc.). 

• Collect pictures of appropriate costume / set styles for our production of 
the play. 

• Make a record of the activities at the camp. Identify how they will start to 
prepare you for the rehearsal process. 

• We may also steer you toward other specific activities for your workbook. 

 

2
nd
 Submission (Week 18) 

This covers the rehearsal and performance period. We will give you specific 
tasks that may help you with your acting, or better prepare you for the 
backstage work you will do. 
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During the semester, attend a live drama performance, describe things such 
as the set/costumes/lighting, the story/plot etc. and make a comment of your 
impressions.  
 

Below is a list of items that should be included in your Drama Folio: 
 

All Handouts 
Unit outlines; policy documents; assessment item sheets (like this one); information 
sheets, etc, should all be stuck into your folio. 
 

Review  
At least one live performance (preferably related in some way to the unit 
themes/content). This is normally an independent exercise, done in your own time. A 

guide-sheet will be provided. Word limit about 300 words. To be completed by the 

final submission. 
 

Lesson Analysis 
Make a record of the activities of at least 6 lessons from different phases of the 
program. Discuss how (and why?) you were challenged or affected by these 
activities; analyse what you learned; discuss the achievements of some of your 
peers. A starting point for an entry is 100 words. 
 

Folio as an aid 
Including such things as drafts of the assignment, notes/plans/sketches/lists/scripts, 
etc. 
A record of resources such as books, films, play-scripts, websites, etc. 
 

Research 
Some extra reading or research is essential in Drama to help you gain a greater 
knowledge of some aspect of what you are doing in class. 
 
Include photocopies or printouts of significant things that you have found in books or 
on the net. Analysis, or at least a comment about what was significant about them is 
essential. 
 

Creative Writing 
Either as part of the class activities; or your own enjoyment. 
 

Maria and Steve  
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SEMESTER ONE SUMMARY 

 
Weeks 1 to 3: introduction and skills activities. 

 
Weeks 2 & 3: auditions. After they are finished and the cast list finalised, rehearsals 
and other production activities will start immediately and continue until production 
week. 

 

Week 4: drama camp. 
 

Week 6: first journal/workbook submission (T & A). 
 

Week 8: assignment due (T only).  
 

Week 15: the production period for ‘Much Ado About Nothing’.   Over this time 
the class will bump into the theatre, have a tech. rehearsal, a dress rehearsal, a 
matinee and four evening performances, after which we will restore the theatre ready 
for it’s next occupants.  PLEASE BE AWARE OF OTHER TIME COMMITMENTS 

AND CLASHES DURING THESE WEEKS AS YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO 
WORK DURING EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS. 

 

Week 18: Final journal/workbook submission. 
 

 

PERFORMING SHAKESPEARE (T)  

JOURNAL/FOLIO PLANNER 

 

WEEKS 1 to 6: 
You could use the following as a guide 

• First impressions of the group and of the play. 

• Evaluation and discussion of the audition process (if relevant); 

• Discussion of casting/crew choices; 

• team building; 

• review any live performances that you experienced (note that you are 

expected to submit at least one review) 

• Discussion of the activities carried out at the camp, with particular 
reference to the unfolding of the themes and text of the play. 

• identification of the needs and problems relating to your role – ongoing 
discussion would see you solving problems as they arise; 

 
First Journal submission Monday 13th March,  (Week 6) 
 

WEEKS 6 – 18 

• Discussion of different methods in which goals are/may be achieved eg. 
characterisation, vocal skills, blocking, publicity issues, budgeting, time 
management, design integration with actors needs/directors requirements 
etc. 

• Identification of the needs and problems of your role and discussion of 
possible solutions. 

• Evaluate the group’s achievement in production week 
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WEEK 18  
This covers the rehearsal and performance period. We will give you specific 
tasks that may help you with your acting, or better prepare you for the 
backstage work you will do. 
 
During the semester, attend a live drama performance, describe things such 
as the set/costumes/lighting, the story/plot etc. and make a comment of your 
impressions.  
 

Below is a list of items that should be included in your Drama Folio: 
 

All Handouts 
Unit outlines; policy documents; assessment item sheets (like this one); information 
sheets, etc, should all be stuck into your folio. 
 

Review  
At least one live performance (preferably related in some way to the unit 
themes/content). This is normally an independent exercise, done in your own time. A 
guide-sheet will be provided. Word limit about 300 words. To be completed by the 

final submission. 
 

Lesson Analysis 
Make a record of the activities of at least 6 lessons from different phases of the 
program. Discuss how (and why?) you were challenged or affected by these 
activities; analyse what you learned; discuss the achievements of some of your 
peers. A starting point for an entry is 100 words, though in reality, it would be hard to 
analyse such experiences adequately in much less than 300 words or more. 
 

Folio as an aid 
Including such things as drafts of the assignment, notes/plans/sketches/lists/scripts, 
etc. 
A record of resources such as books, films, play-scripts, websites, etc. 
 

Research 
Some extra reading or research is essential in Drama to help you gain a greater 
knowledge of some aspect of what you are doing in class. 
 
Include photocopies or printouts of significant things that you have found in books or 
on the net. Analysis, or at least a comment about what was significant about them is 
essential. 
 

Creative Writing 
Either as part of the class activities; or your own enjoyment. 

 

 
Maria and Steve 


