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UNIT OUTLINE
FACULTY: ARTS
COURSE: Music
UNIT: Contemporary Music Styles
SEMESTER: 1 YEAR: 2008 POINTS: 1 Standard Unit
TEACHER: Catherine Le Brun

SPECIFIC UNIT GOALS

Active participation in this unit will enable you to:

Explore and research the history and development of Rock and other
Contemporary Music Styles, presenting clear, well reasoned analytical
research tasks.

Demonstrate an understanding of musical elements involved in Rock and
other Contemporary Music Styles.

Develop an understanding and interpretation of musical concepts,
elements and vocabulary from this unit of study.

Develop an understanding of the impact and influence of society on Rock
and other Contemporary styles and the legacy of significant
musicians/composers and bands.

CONTENT

Creating
Melody writing to stylistic chord progressions.

Setting lyrics in a Rock or other Contemporary Music Style
acknowledging musical elements e.g. form, key, rhythm and texture.

Presenting

Solo and ensemble works one of which must relate directly to a unit
and be at a standard commensurate with the level of study.

Demonstrate an appropriate (A or T) level of technical skills and
musicianship.



Musicology
Development of Rock and other Contemporary Music Styles.

Technological influences on instruments, recording techniques, live
performances and multi media.

Development of style and performance virtuosity.

ASSESSMENT
Contemporary Music Styles (A & T)

Criteria Task Types Date Due Weighting
o . - . . Continuous to 30 %
£ A portfolio of composition writing exercises Week 12
3
@)

Two performances (solo/ensemble) to be Wk 6

presented per semester — (one each term).

At least one work should directly relate to the

unit of stud 40%
o y (20% + 20%)
= The second performance presentation must
S include a reflective explanation, approach and Wk 16
E’ realisation of the work; inclusive of the

musical elements (duration, pitch, dynamics

and expressive techniques, tone colour, texture

and structure
- Research assignment (A) /essay (T) minimum
S word count - 1200 words Wk 12 15%
E
(2]
s Aural Analysis Wk 14

15%

PENALTIES FOR LATE WORK OR NON-COMPLETION OF WORK

Students are expected to attend all classes and to complete all assessment

tasks in the units in which they are enrolled. The BSSS policy is that students

are to be given a V grade if they do not attend at least 90% of classes in a
unit, or if they fail to complete at least 70% of the assessment of a unit
without a satisfactory explanation.

The BSSS policy on late submission is that it attracts a penalty of 5% per day

including weekends and public holidays. Extensions will normally be given
only if negotiated with the teacher before the due date. Extensions will
normally be given only for medical reasons, because of college approved
extended activities, or for reasons beyond your control (eg a serious family

problem). Work will not normally be assessed if it is more than two weeks late

or after marked items have been returned to the class.




UNIT SCORES (T Course)

Your Unit score will be based on your performance in all tasks set in this unit
which will be ranked and moderated with the performance of all other Year 11
or 12 performing arts students.

Unit scores are calculated by aggregating the marks awarded for individual
assessment items according to the weightings on the outline. These ‘raw’
scores are then re-standardised. The mean and standard deviation for this re-
standardisation are chosen, in semester one of Year 11, on the basis of
comparable groups in previous years. Back-scaling is used after semester
one to ensue comparability of results across semesters.

MODERATION PROCEDURES (T Course)

Your scores will be moderated with the work of all students working in the
Performing Arts Area. This will be done by all the teachers working in these
areas and in some cases by visiting teachers from other Colleges in the ACT
system.

Student's work (original copies) may be retained to be compared with work
from other Colleges.



Contemporary Music Styles CLASSES are timetabled on Line 5 which
occurs on Monday and Friday (single lessons) and on Wednesday (double
lesson).

All students are expected:
to attend classes on time
be prepared with appropriate books, manuscript paper, pens, pencils,
instrument etc
be actively and positively engaged for the duration of each lesson
complete all necessary class work by the notified time/date
complete all assessment tasks by the due date

N.B. Students who are experiencing difficulty in the understanding, research
or presentation of a task should seek help from the teacher as soon as
possible.

Task descriptions:

A portfolio of composition writing exercises (30%) — will be notified in writing
prior to each Monday class when they will be developed and completed within
the lesson time and handed in for marking.
Two performances (20% + 20%) will be presented live (solo or ensemble); at
least one performance must directly relate to the unit of study. Students are
encouraged to keep a ‘rehearsal journal’ to assist them with the above task
components. A portion of time for ensemble rehearsal will be provided in
Wednesday’s timetabled lessons.
Research assignment (A) / essay— 1200 words (T) — students will select Rock
or other Contemporary Music Style to research. They will analyse recordings
and sheet music, research relevant information from books, media sources
and the internet to assist them in comparing the styles in texture and
structure and other musical characteristics e.g. rhythm, melody etc. Friday’s
scheduled lessons will develop skills which will assist students to research
and collate data, analyse musical examples and make stylistic comparisons
all of which will help with the assignment.

N.B. Research assignments/Essays should acknowledge all sources, may

contain notated musical examples and must include a bibliography.

Aural Analysis — students will listen to a selection of recorded ensembles and
respond in writing, discussing the musical components in relation to the unit
of study and a given question or statement. Practice in aural analysis will be
provided in Friday’s classes.



