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	School Validation Survey, 15 June 2015


As outlined in the June edition of the college newsletter, every four years, ACT public schools review their progress and complete self-evaluations using the National School Improvement Tool (NSIT) and the Safe Schools Framework Audit Tool. Details about the NSIT are available from the website of the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER). The purpose of the external validation process is to improve school performance and student learning.

Through an online survey, the college seeks your input about each of the nine NSIT domains. A brief overview of the NSIT domains is provided below. The link for the online survey will be sent to you via email today. We ask that you do the survey by COB Friday 19 June.

Brief overview of the nine NSIT domains

Domain 1 - An explicit improvement agenda: The college has established and is driving a strong improvement agenda to improve student academic and wellbeing outcomes.

Domain 2 – Analysis and discussion of data: The college sets a high priority on using data, including academic, attendance and behavioural outcomes and wellbeing, support and promote student success.

Domain 3 - A culture that promotes learning: The college sets high expectations and believes that every student is capable of successful learning; this is reflected in relationships between staff, students and parents; there is a positive learning environment with a strong sense of belonging; classrooms are calm but busy.

Domain 4 - Targeted use of school resources: The college uses its resources effectively (including staff time, expertise, funds, facilities and materials) to meet learning and wellbeing needs of students; it identifies and addresses student needs and responds appropriately to the needs of individual learners.

Domain 5 – An expert teaching team: The college has a team of highly able teachers who have high levels of knowledge and skill in teaching in teaching in their subject areas, including teachers who take an active leadership role beyond the classroom; there is a sense of shared responsibility among teachers for student learning and success.

Domain 6 – Systematic curriculum delivery: The college has a coherent plan for curriculum delivery that ensures consistent teaching and learning expectations and the ability to monitor student learning across year levels. The plan is in accord approved BSSS curriculum and is shared with parents and families.

Domain 7 – Differentiated teaching and learning: The college ensures that classroom teachers identify and address the learning needs of individual students, including high-achieving students; they monitor closely the progress of individuals, identify learning difficulties and tailor classroom activities to levels of ability and need.

Domain 8 – Effective pedagogical practices: The college recognises that highly effective teaching is the key to improving student learning throughout the school; it promotes the use of well-regarded teaching practices in all classrooms to ensure that every student is engaged, challenged and learning successfully.

Domain 9 – School-community partnerships: The school actively seeks ways to enhance student learning and wellbeing by partnering with parents and families, other education and training institutions, local businesses and community organisations.

	UAC Information Session, 15 June 2015


University Admissions Centre (UAC)

Important notice for Year 12 T students

There will be an information session on Monday regarding the University Admissions Centre (UAC).  Students who are applying to any ACT or NSW university are strongly encouraged to attend.  The application process will be discussed during this session.  

Where: in the Science Lecture Theatre

When: Lunch time, Monday 15 June

What: UAC application process for entry to universities in ACT and NSW
