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YEAR 12 FORMAL POLICY AND PROCEDURE
Effective: 
2023
Review date:
Term 1 2024
	Related Policy
	Location

	Alcohol Policy
	https://www.education.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/School-and-Corporate-Policies/school-administration-and-management/school-management/alcohol-policy2/alcohol-policy 

	Safe and Supportive Schools
	https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0006/1035771/safe-and-supportive-schools-srocedures.docx


Context

Hawker College recognises the significance of successfully completing the formal years of schooling and the desire for students to celebrate this occasion with their peers. This is achieved through both the Graduation Ceremony and Year 12 Formal. Hawker College students in this cohort are eligible to attend the Formal. The Formal is organised by the Year 12 Coordinator, with support from staff and Year 12 students, and the event is supervised by college staff. Participants are expected to follow their directions. 
Definitions

Formal – an evening social event conducted under college duty of care arrangements and subject to college and Education Directorate supervision guidelines.  
Attendees

Only graduating students from the Year 12 cohort are invited to attend the Formal. No guests are permitted. Students in the cohort who do not meet the requirements to graduate but are still enrolled and attending at the end of the year may be permitted to attend in negotiation with the Principal/Deputy Principal. 
All attendees are expected to remain at the venue until the official conclusion of the event unless prior arrangements have been made with the organisers.
Arrivals and Motor Vehicles

There are no car arrivals or onsite spectators – only a basic drop off/go point.
Access to the venue grounds will only be granted to students and teachers, who will have a ticket/ID to gain entry. 
The school photographer will capture the students entering the venue.
Entry to the formal

Entry to the formal is only by a pre purchased ticket.
Students behaving in an inappropriate manner or who appear to be under the influence of alcohol and/or illicit drugs will not be admitted and will forfeit the cost of their ticket. 

Behaviour Requirements:

Smoking/vaping is not permitted anywhere within the grounds of the Formal venue. 
The Formal is an alcohol and illegal substance free event. 

As the Formal is a school event, students are to adhere to the Safe and Supportive Schools Policy and Hawker College Code of Conduct. 

Students, parents and carers are to ensure the wellbeing of all school community members is maintained and support Hawker College to ensure the Formal remains free from bullying, harassment and violence.
Inappropriate behaviour or non-compliance during the event will result in the student being asked to leave the venue.

COVID Advice:

Clear messaging will be provided to all participants on maintaining COVID Smart behaviours for the event.
Hawker College will develop a COVID Safety Plan for the Formal, which identifies and seeks to minimise the risks posed by COVID19.
All staff and student attendees must adhere to the COVID Safety Plan of the venue. 
Arrangements for the Formal may need to be adapted according to the situation at the time. This would be communicated to the college community in a timely and appropriate manner.
After Formal Parties:
Parents, carers and students will be reminded that there will be no college endorsement of, responsibility for, or supervision at, any “after formal parties”.

Hawker College should not be referenced in any social media or invitations for “after formal parties”.

Teachers must not attend any private functions with students after the formal.

Families are encouraged to ensure appropriate safety measures are in place.
Parents, carers and students can refer to the ACT Policing Safe Party Behaviours here
Although many Hawker College students are over 18 years of age, alcohol will not be permitted as this is a school run event. Please refer to the ACT Education Alcohol Policy. 
Hawker College has made provisions to ensure all graduating students who wish to attend the Year 12 Formal are able to do so. 

Students should contact the principal for confidential support if required.
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