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PARTICIPATION AND ENGAGEMENT (PAE) POLICY
Effective: 02 / 02 / 2023
Definition: for the purposes of this policy behavioural engagement is the observable act of students being involved in learning; it refers to students' participation in academic activities and efforts to perform academic tasks.

Rationale: BSSS policy states that “A student should not receive a V grade if the principal and class teacher believe that the student has participated satisfactorily in at least 90% of the structured learning activities that have been provided.” 

Student participation and engagement is key to learning outcomes. If students attend, participate in classes, and actively engage in learning activities they are more likely to master the components of their learning programs. Teachers are best placed to make professional judgements about behavioural engagement, just as they do when assessing for learning.
Whilst attendance monitoring alone is important, the resulting data is insufficient to gauge student participation in learning. It can also be unreliable for BSSS eligibility purposes as it is vulnerable to parental discretion. 
Monitoring participation (including attendance) and engagement supports:
· students to maintain progress toward mastery of their learning program

· teachers to assess the impact of their practice
· the school to make timely and appropriate interventions in the interests of students

· the school to determine eligibility for the ACT Senior Secondary Certificate according to BSSS requirements.
This policy has been designed jointly by the Hawker College Executive and the Student Leadership Group and endorsed by the Hawker College School Board.
Policy & Procedure
1. Teachers account for Participation and Engagement on a fortnightly basis using a three-point scale:
	0
	No participation or engagement at all.

	1
	Has attended and completed some of the set work for the fortnight.
Limited or no completion of the independent learning component for the two weeks or not all expectations for engagement and participation in learning activities for the fortnight have been met.

	2
	Has completed all set work including the independent learning component for the fortnight.
Has met all expectations for engagement and participation in learning activities for the fortnight.


This data is recorded in the Hawker College PAE Tool and is available for all staff to access. It is shared with students in reports and parents fortnightly, distributed via email.
2. Teachers are expected to outline their expectations for participation and engagement with students and explain their judgements as necessary.  
3. Staff may use PAE tool data to issue Cause for Concern notifications.
4. This data, along with attendance data, is used to assess a student’s participation in structured learning activities.  This, along with the requirement to submit a minimum of 70% of their assessment tasks, ensures a student receives a grade for the unit. 
Research base

Handbook of Research on Student Engagement Edited by Sandra L. Christenson, Amy L. Reschly and Cathy Wylie
Springer Science & Business Media, 23 Feb 2012
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