[image: image1.png]$*ERCoQ%
N7, HAWKER COLLEGE

° g
%fjm\}}is Engage | Inspire | Achieve
o





PORTABLE DEVICES POLICY V4
Effective:  30 / 01 / 2024
Definition: for the purposes of this policy portable device/s refers but is not limited to portable computing or ‘smart’ devices such as phones, tablets, smart watches, laptops.

Rationale: Hawker College is a learning environment. It is also a workplace for teachers, seeking to prepare students for transition to professional work and study environments. For learning to occur in every course in every classroom, a respectful and professional culture is essential. Portable devices can be harmful and addictive, and a distracting barrier to learning for students, and their inappropriate use during learning activities can affect the ability of teachers to do their job. Portable devices can also be useful tools to support learning when authorised and used appropriately. In order to enable optimal learning progress for students, a policy governing the use of portable devices at Hawker College is required.
This policy has been designed jointly by the Hawker College Executive and the Student Leadership Group and endorsed by the Hawker College School Board.
Policy & Procedure:
1. When in classes or other learning activities portable devices must be stored in bags and switched to silent mode by default from the beginning of each lesson or learning activity, before entering the classroom or learning environment: “In the bag by default”
2. Students may not access their device or use technology connected to the device via physical wires, wireless tethering, Bluetooth, or hotspot during these times. This includes but is not limited to headphones, speakers, and Chromebooks. 
3. Portable devices may be used during classes and learning activities only for learning purposes, and only when authorised explicitly by the supervising teacher. Teachers may also withdraw authorisation at any time.
4. Special considerations and an exemption can be requested and must be approved by the principal or delegate. An exemption can be requested if a student needs their device/assistive technology: 

· to manage or monitor a medical condition 

· to help meet caring or family responsibilities
· to access a learning support application identified through an Individual Learning Plan (ILP).
5. An exemption application form must be completed and is available on the Education Directorate website. An exemption request will only be approved if sufficient supporting evidence is provided.
6. Students may use their devices at other times while at school, such as at lunch or other break times. 
7. Students must not film, photograph or share images or footage of other students, teachers, school staff or visitors to the school unless permitted to do so by the individual being recorded. 
8. Students not complying with this policy in every respect will be cautioned by the supervising teacher, followed up by the classroom teacher with the student and parent/carer and subsequently referred to School Leaders (SLCs & SLB) in the event of continued non-compliance. 
What is considered appropriate use of portable devices during class and/or learning activities? 
	Appropriate Use (requires explicit teacher authorization)
	Examples of Inappropriate Use

	Use of calculator 
	Writing and responding to texts

	Use of search engines
	Making and answering calls (urgent calls can be relayed by staff)

	Use of apps specifically related and/or required for learning activities
	Engaging on social media platforms

	Use of learning support apps
	Writing and responding to emails

	Use of camera 
	Playing games 

	Use of audio
	Using apps not directly authorised by the supervising teacher

	
	Taking and sharing photographs not directly authorised by the supervising teacher

	
	Listening to audio not directly authorized by the supervising teacher

	
	Use of generative AI


Research base

https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/media/documents/mobile-device-literature-review.pdf
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/controlling-smartphone-use-in-schools
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/mobile-phones-in-the-classroom
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/the-importance-of-byot
https://www.psypost.org/2018/05/just-cell-phone-possession-can-impair-learning-study-suggests-51228
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/our-reports-and-reviews/mobile-devices-in-schools/review-into-the-non-educational-use-of-mobile-devices-in-nsw-schools 
To read more, including the full policy, exemption information, and frequently asked questions visit: 
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